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Innovative solutions urged to
solve water challenges in GCC

THE use of artificial intelli-
gence (Al) could go a long
way in promoting sustaina-
ble water management prac-
tices in the region, experts
said at a symposium.

Technology should be used to
address water challenges in the
GCC region which suffers from
a lack of water resources due to
the arid climate and population
expansion, they added during
an online panel discussion.

‘Al Applications in the Wa-
ter Sector: Towards Sustainable
and Smart Management’ was
organised jointly by the GCC
general secretariat’s energy de-
partment, the Gulf Water Sci-
ences and Technology Associ-
ation (WSTA) and the Arabian
Gulf University (AGU).

AGU Water Resources Man-
agement professor and WSTA
scientific committee chairman
Walid Zubari, who moderated
the symposium, underlined the
need for innovative solutions to
water problems in the region.

“The GCC region faces

tion of these technologies.

Meanwhile, International
Water Management Institute in
the Middle East and North Af-
rica regional representative Dr
Youssef Brouziyne and Insti-
tute of Electrical and Electron-
ics Engineers, UK and Ireland,
head of education and an expert
in digital and smart systems Dr
Zeyad Al Shibaany presented
the latest applications of Al in
water resources management,
reviewing the challenges fac-
ing the adoption of these tech-
nologies and how to overcome
them, as well as future trends
and opportunities provided
by this technology to improve
water management in the Gulf
countries and the Arab region.

They also provided insights
into how to use Al in water
management and discussed
current obstacles and future op-
portunities.

“Al is a strategic necessity to
achieve water sustainability in
the GCC countries as every drop
of water becomes more import-
ant in facing the challenges of
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